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THE KNOX CAVE -RESTYEYEARS LATE
O Bruce A.0 Randal |l

There are probably few ev&®otosn.t Seootmeh a(vtehest silcikghtl yny |
with more detail than t-hatadayofn thaenuG@rregatl 9ODiOV iwdhe n v
yeat d Peter Viens got hischnemewedged ibnehihned.sllottht
bottom of the Gun Barrel dheKpowa€awe (whkiueh aingd Is®mana
behind -ddven tswokati ng rink Ronmnmthdtomaygkibetd haad tsloeneGif
Kn o x New Yor k) vided and headed back. Ev e
back at the Great Divide. I
We were the Springfield Calyl spaneOfibil kg &6 wh, almec awes
were a Family Member of ttewkxtphooegl tCha bc hitmn ey aviL
seum of Natur al Hi story in Springfield, MA . We deci d
to join the Explorers CIl ub waesc agistet itnhge yathatthegotbdp pt
grams and we figured we ceomdoheadowhr ovimeinh einre mdr et |
perienced members So in eaméybdakuand, sahdr ttlhyt aftthe
turning from Christmas br&uark,Bawer ejlai nfehceyt aai Bx plhat e
Club for a joint trip to Kme« ICiame .Gb dhha vseh egansadungdhh stthre
trip to Knox for most of aspubdt3i 00wpsmoné bel appedf
took place in daylight. headed to the Gun Barrel. [
before | got to the kid wh
| remember that we rode wW3:th0O Dorudg MDeylhad i bedn sstreak
big car, maybe a Chi e@fotl aioves IPettlreirnkVviiemswa#leawa&xli4
car . There were about ternrop wistt h shoi sweaaumad wlwo was
There was snow on the ground, so we had to park on t
main road and hike into tiRPeteaveasThseoreentafanere hssds
a sMHhowled sinkhole, with tdheppedtaidossnof namwm aohe Woweke
stairwédy.r elmeandbrer i f s o me ounpe,anRdo nl infatyibneg ihtadup, he h
to dig it open I al so thonkethatObwworklhgha®ddibtte opte
handline down to the entrtamarece |Isitdha nkf tthae GenkvBavwe
ones who ended up taking hecdowvarlgeng oheggehadvbegane heow
into the cave coul d get to hel p, we tal Kk
(Rens®Poell g¢eechnic I nstitute)
So, who was on the trip? hRan h@arrlds oonf,, Ghnidc kd emeBoani ema
Doug Deyoe, PafShAwrewind,r dSrmeBralbeyThe ki d was pretty fr
Mc Gr af f Lynn Crummey, Phini?f ¢ sonmd ycuthakhd e ggjed a it sh,eimb
mo ment ) , me ( Br u &Ratnhdian K i) nagr wthihoedreeh s & ? kin e e . | t hink Dc
were ten of us and maybe labmludr tared starmee dEuphibtetré nagfo i B
fol ks. but t Gatwodikdn
After we all got in the cakhiengadgeutaofithbecdbludzywe
some time exploring the fcaoame praroe DhetBencBaerellThel
Explorers Club I eader, P amuel tDhoiwnegrs (tlh atthiln kn etehdaetd . i sS
name) , imhel Iweacht s t o go t hrcoaurgbhi dteh el i GQunt Bveernrtelo,ut . - |t
| &t glo.t hink that this waspadvher efd rfslta sthilmeg hfto ro nmatnhye os
the Explorers Club peopl eNotwhre &lalsy mowrn e .ofOnues thhai dn gb ¢
here before. We | et the EG@NTf DU kess sgot hfiisr setn oaurgch , t e s
headed in& DRougt hdiodlgmh théhiGong Barceul doet-o keep Pet e
cause he kn@ wfihte; wohiil danwi Whotwase augr aod bdeudent , W a S
very fortunate situation raltetred Isubhjienkt tehrad waswaiwss
one through the Gun Barredri sWwhse.n S0,c ahree wawst viehry Gl
end, there were a couple dbwypoumhgdeei evehehatwaihteinng
back owudt .t Hhi dk dmuch aboutthtat athbpegwetedadcoopl e of
tice that there was no aduwploti nwi,t last wem.ar e &r Kinreg ,t d h
this very bright Il i ght shi |
Once we regrouped in the ktamgea mwhomrsome dMedtlancel ep
the Gun Barrel, we decidedMarhat WwWerplsohladl maweg hadn mteo
climb up the Great Di vi dewatacid myh elna ntgobaglee stAhw®a ¢ & @
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told him thatl iikfe sniye |ldindgetterkneleet ookkedp from dr opj
|l eave. The UPI or AP photgoegrtai pnhge rt rsahpupte do fafg ah ins d&am
and the Tar owipwee e daany morset igrli eafbout 18 more peopl e
The Trooper Wanted me to |
At some point after this,Trtohoep efrisr d meork eda m funnyhen
thing they started doing ®Basetsehsing us that t hey WwWEe
ing to blast the cave shut. They tried wusing a ol |
pi ke pole t&8 pBpmnegeupbubehkliwdtwad eadbswtr ed:m30 p. m. when
ing that a rattl esnake &waably ahoihar liour or twh biefare everfdmeawas put. Wiem g d
wor k, Sso they stopped. Thven fihey!|l yrged outtther W
around under his arms. Thedegepaat hehte é'aﬂdfhhar&rawnbbey
j ust pul | him out. I tri etdhiexgplhatnitng drhiank i we rwea sl r
was wedged. It took them dheealnley dond) t himagt avawsn dtehre
that . Finally, they passepg|l onwed bahek mbe wiheh os da By ay
to pourokn®etand then thweyl passted me anot her
rope that | &t iaendk laer.o uShod, Pwehteenr they pull ed
on the ankle rope, it pul Fedthhattbygt tbowarcdrshethat
head and his knee popped o6buel dThé¢ friermembrerweireea rdlnlg ec
ed so they kept pulling; kthhaead tiomdyedel exadveghelmet ot ep
since | was trying to r itghgd eMaaslso n gl uwintph kmy hand un
|l mages from the Gun Barrel (Knox Cave). Photos by Thomas
Hol der (above) and Brian Mayfield (right). Note the narrow (sl ot
running along tfheebtdrngotruul arhipasdPageway




