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The Northeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc. (NCC) is a 

not-for-profit corporation committed to the conservation, 

study, management, and acquisition of caves and karst are-

as having significant geological, hydrological, biological, 

recreational, historical, or aesthetic features. 

To these ends, the NCC combines the resources 

and expertise of affiliated cave explorers, educators, scien-

tists, landowners, and conservation officials. 

The NCC programs are focused mainly on the preservation 

of caves and karst. Outreach includes education in schools 

and local communities, establishment of park spaces on 

karstlands, and educational messages about the signifi-

cance of groundwater pollution on this sensitive under-

ground ecosystem. 

NCC members assist in the exploration, survey, and pro-

tection of these natural resources, and manage them so you 

can explore them yourself. 
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END-OF-YEAR LETTER FROM THE NCC PRESIDENT 
ˈ Bob Addis ˈ 

Another year has passed, with the Northeastern Cave 

Conservancy (NCC) accomplishing several important 

tasks. Our growth and accomplishments are only possible 

because of the support of the membership. As an NCC 

member, you have demonstrated your commitment to the 

NCC in a substantial manner, and the Board sincerely 

appreciates your dedication to the NCCôs mission. 

 

Without a doubt, the biggest accomplishment of the 

Northeastern Cave Conservancy in 2016 is the develop-

ment of our close relationship with Thacher State Parkôs 

new Visitor Center, enabling us to position ourselves for a 

major revitalization in cave conservancy. Many of us, 

even the locals who have watched its construction, have 

not realized the full potential of the new Visitor Center, 

which is scheduled for completion in the spring of 2017. 

 

And what can we expect? The NCC has played a key role 

in advising the interior subcontractor (a caver from To-

ronto, Canada) on the development of two cave-related 

displays. On the main floor will be a geology displayˈan 

interpretation of limestone, caves and karst. But the real 

fun begins below the stairway on the lower level, where a 

kidôs cave (including a realistic section of cliff with an 

opening leading into the cave) is being created! A video 

display will make the cave seem to continue and a cluster 

of bats will appear to move. More space has been allocat-

ed to this exhibit, as well as to the NCCôs overall pres-

ence, than originally planned. Both will be prominent at-

tractions. More information about this exhibit will appear 

in future issues of the NCC newsletter. 

 

So how will this affect the NCC? As of this writing, we 

have tentative approval to place the new NCC brochure in 

a rack on the main floor of the exhibit, where visitors first 

come into the building. Literally tens of thousands of peo-

ple will be walking past this rack containing park-related 

material, and many will be curious enough to pick up our 

brochure. In addition, Thacher is interested in developing 

ongoing educational programs in the Park, particularly 

those related to caves. As of yet, we donôt know what 

forms these programs will take. Certainly, some will en-

tail walking tours. There will also need to be a smooth, 

well-planned transition to hand off requests for recrea-

tional caving to appropriate groups. 

 

As NCC President, I canôt sing the praises of Thom Engel 

enough. On behalf of the NCC, I would like to extend 

thanks for his long and continuing efforts at Thacher. 

 

¶ Thom put up $5,000 as a matching grant to help fund 

the two cave displays in the Visitor Center, and when 

our fundraiser went over our share, he added more 

money to round off the NCCôs contribution to 

$11,000. 

¶ He continues to serve as our point of contact with the 

Park. He also serves on the Friends of Thacher Board. 

¶ Thom has monitored the Visitor Centerôs construction 

since its inception, and has recently taken on the role 

of informal inspector and mentor. 

¶ He starts his third year administrating the NCCôs 

Memorandum of Understanding with Thacher State 

Park, enabling us to inventory and survey the caves 

and karst of the Park. This has been a very successful 

venture for both parties, and has opened the park to 

legitimate speleology. 

¶ Thom has been the mainstay of our Education Com-

mittee for many years, visiting schools and presenting 

speleological programs. Recently, he expressed an 

interest in adapting his educational experiences to 

development of the Parkôs various educational pro-

grams. 

 

But Thom Engel and the NCC Board canôt do this alone. 

We need volunteers, and we need financial donations. 

Keep watching the NCC newsletter and email blasts for 

ongoing details of how you can help. We are on the brink 

of a major change in the history of the Northeastern Cave 

Conservancy, and we need you to be part of it. 

 

Other Accomplishments of the NCC in 2016 

 

The Northeastern Cave Conservancy had several other 

notable accomplishments during 2016, which included the 

following. 

 

¶ Spider Cave  - We closed on Spider Cave, Preserve 

#9. In March, we did trail work and a roadside clean-

up along Route 443. We now manage approximately 

87 acres and 16 known caves. Last year, I failed to 

mention that much of Spiderôs acquisition was due to 

Kevin Dumontôs long-term efforts with the landown-

ers. 

¶ Partnership with the Rensselaer Land Trust - January 

and November saw us attending meetings and dis-

cussing issues of mutual interest. In August, there was 

a joint RLT/NCC cave trip to Bentleys Cavern. 

¶ Partnership with the Columbia Land Conservancy - In 

June and October, the NCC attended an awards cere-

mony and a regional groundwater workshop with 

CLC. A joint surface trip to Merlins Cave Preserve 

was postponed in October due to weather. However, 
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because over 30 people signed up for it, we hope to 

offer the trip sometime this fall or winter. 

¶ NCC Displays at caver events - These include the 

spring and fall Northeastern Regional Organization 

gatherings in Massachusetts and New York, the annu-

al NSS Convention (Nevada), and the Old Timers 

Reunion (West Virginia). 

 

The NCC needs your continued financial support and 

your volunteer time in order to continue its mission. 

Please remember the NCC in this season of giving. 

 

Thank you and Best Wishes for enjoyable holiday,         

 

Bob Addis 

 

President 

Northeastern Cave Conservancy 

Recent views of the Thacher State Park Visitor Center, which is nearing completion. Photos by Thom Engel. 
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THE EIGHTH ANNUAL NORTHEASTERN CAVE CONSERVANCY BARN DANCE 
ˈ Mike Warner ˈ 

The 8th Annual Northeastern Cave Conservancy Barn 

Dance was held on Saturday, October 1. Seventy-five 

people were in attendance, enjoying seasonable weather 

and the lively music and dance-calling of Paul Rosenberg 

& Tamarack (http://www.tamarack-band.com). An added 

feature this year was a special exhibit of advertising and 

memorabilia, photographs, and other objects from the 

history of Knox Cave. Attendees were able to enjoy the 

music, social mixing, and the historical exhibit, as well as 

the usual raffles and light snacks that made for a relaxed 

evening benefiting both the community and the North-

eastern Cave Conservancy (NCC). 

 

In all, the Conservancy raised just over six hundred dol-

larsébut that was hardly the point. The big success for 

the NCC was continued good relations within its rural 

community near our flagship preserve. Promotion in local 

newspapers and websites helped the event have a very 

high percentage of local attendees (about 75%). 

 

Thanks to Bill Folsom, Christa Hay, Leslie Hatfield, Tom 

Rider, Alan Traino, Mitch Berger, and Christine Young 

for gathering various donations to support the event. Do-

nors included Price Chopper, Stewartôs Shops, NBT 

Bank, Honest Weight Food Co-op, Schoharie Valley 

Farms, The Apple Barrel, Fox Creek Farm, Your Way 

Cafe, West Virginia Speleological Survey, BMS Rescue 

Equipment, Wolf Hollow Brewing, Alan Traino, Chris-

tine Young, the Pokorny Family, the Kappler Family, Sue 

Warzek, the Davis/Warner family, the Hay/Addis Family, 

and the Simmons Family. 

 

Helping with set up, food service, display interpretation, 

money handling, and the Knox display were Christa Hay, 

Sue Warzek, Bob and Terri Simmons, Bob Addis, Mitch 

Berger, Christine Young, The Mintel Family, Bill Fol-

som, Mike Nardacci and the Knox Museum, the Pokorny 

Family, and the Dumont Family. 

 

The NCC Barn Dance has become a welcome tradition at 

The Octagon Barn, owned by Russ and Amy Pokorny. 

Add in the reliably entertaining Paul Rosenberg & Tama-

rack and a perfect evening is assured! A special thanks for 

our hosts and musicians. Letôs do it again next year. 

http://www.tamarack-band.com/
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All barn-dance photos on pages 5and 6 by Mike Warner. 


