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conservation, study, management, and acquisition of caves and karst areas having significant geo-

logical, hydrological, biological, recreational, historical, or aesthetic features. To these ends, the 

NCC combines the resources and expertise of affiliated cave explorers, educators, scientists, land-

owners, and conservation officials. 
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Fall Board Meeting 
Saturday, September 11, 2016 10:00 a.m. 

Mass Wildlife District Office 
Dalton, Massachusetts 

Next Board Meeting 

Spring Board Meeting 
Saturday, June 4, 2016 10:00 a.m. 

Mike Chuôs Home 

The Northeastern Cave Conservancy, Inc. (NCC) is a 

not-for-profit corporation committed to the conservation, 

study, management, and acquisition of caves and karst are-

as having significant geological, hydrological, biological, 

recreational, historical, or aesthetic features. 

To these ends, the NCC combines the resources 

and expertise of affiliated cave explorers, educators, scien-

tists, landowners, and conservation officials. 

The NCC programs are focused mainly on the preservation 

of caves and karst. Outreach includes education in schools 

and local communities, establishment of park spaces on 

karstlands, and educational messages about the signifi-

cance of groundwater pollution on this sensitive under-

ground ecosystem. 

NCC members assist in the exploration, survey, and pro-

tection of these natural resources, and manage them so you 

can explore them yourself. 
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Long time cave owners, Midge Carl and her son Joe, de-

cided to donate Spider Cave to the NCC, as we were per-

ceived as good stewards of the property. The story of the 

acquisition is told elsewhere, but in early spring 2016, the 

subdivision was completed and approved by the local 

Planning Board. We were given approximately three 

acres, the minimum subdivision containing the entrance 

to Spider Cave, a steep side hill, and a small portion of 

the escarpment above. The first trail up to the cave has 

been installed, and plans are being made for a loop trail 

enabling future visitors to enjoy the view from above. 

On March 26, 2016, eight volunteers turned out to work 

on two important projects. Mike Chu, Kevin Dumont, and 

Chuck Porter did the trail work, while Bob Addis, Emily 

Davis, Kevin Dumont (splitting his efforts), Thom Engel, 

Christa Hay, and Town Supervisor, Alex Luniewski, did a 

highway cleanup. We started at ñour new parking lotò for 

Spider (a wide gravel lot owned by NY State and about 

1,000 feet down Route 146 towards Gallupville). We 

SPIDER CAVE UPDATES 
ˈ Bob Addis ˈ 

cleaned both sides of the road up Route 146 to the four-

way intersection with Larry Hill and Sellecks Roads, 

gathering 15 large bags of trash and $5.60 of refundables 

for the NCC. During the course of our cleanup work 

along Route 146, a woman stopped to thank us for our 

effortsˈa very nice gesture that we appreciated. 

Alex got permission for us to unload the Suburban full of 

trash at the transfer station in Gallupville, saving us from 

a smelly trip home! Note for future cleanups: pickup 

trucks or open trailers are probably better than an en-

closed Suburban for hauling trash! 

Chuck Porter has, subsequently, placed more boundary 

marker signs around the property. 

The Dedication Ceremony for the Spider Cave Preserve, 

Preserve No. 9 for us, will be on Sunday, April 24, at 2:00 

pm. The ceremonies will be held at the Carl residence on 

Sellecks Road, which is the first farm down Sellecks 

Road from Route 146. All are invited to join the NCC in 

this celebration featuring cake by Emily, speeches by 

Bob, and the fellowship of friends. 

Alex, Kevin, Bob, and Emily at the start of the highway cleanup and dumping the trash at the Gallupville Transfer Stationst. Photos by 
Christa Hay. 

Bob Addis and Chuck Porter with Midge and Joe Carl during the 
closing. Photo Christine Young. 

Bob and Emily bagging up trash during the Highway cleanup. 
Photo by Christa Hay. 
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SPIDER CAVE 
DEDICATION CEREMONY 

ˈKevin Dumont ˈ 

On Sunday, April 24, 2016, at 2:00 pm, a dedication cere-

mony for the NCC's newest acquisition, the Spider Cave 

Preserve, was held at the residence of Midge and Joe Carl 

in Gallupville, New York. The weather was gorgeous, and 

approximately 32 people of all ages were in attendance. 

Midge and Joe made the generous donation of the cave 

and surrounding land last year, and the donation was 

completed earlier this year. Bob Addis was the master of 

ceremonies. Midge shared a few stories with the group 

and Kevin Dumont, the Spider Cave Preserve manager for 

the NCC, made a brief statement of gratitude and present-

ed Midge with a framed photograph of the cave entrance. 

Emily Davis was kind enough to bake a cake for the event 

and also brought along homemade cider pressed from ap-

ples from her own trees. After the brief ceremony, about a 

dozen people walked up to the cave entrance, with most 

venturing into the historic section of the cave. Overall, it 

was an excellent event, and the efforts of all attendees and 

volunteers are much appreciated! 


