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Mar ¢ h MiSwuntneasr y
March 22, 2014 Board meeting held at Seymour Pol@l ack

Many thanks to Emily for her years of service as Kno»
Committees dissolved are t-aeldrhwagsatl me&Crotmemi @d mmei tatnede .t h e

Act-3810fficer Committee Assi ghne@ftfsi d esr a@remmietdt d @@ A ¢
Committees within The Northeastern Cave Conservancy

PresiAlequi sitions, Legal , Cave Preserves, Ad Hoc Co
Vice Pi&ciderae, Education, Speci al Use, Thacher Par
Treas$kbuwumdr ai sing, Office, Membership, Volunteer Val
Secr eBwlrayws, Nomi nating, Publications

NCC is investigating the purchase of the NCC.org domz:
Bentl eys Management Pl an was reviewed and updates wel
Jose Martinez was appointed Fundraising Chair.

BentillJogmah Spivak and Chuck Porter attended the Rens
regional trail systems.

EducdfThom Engel met at Clarksville with a hydrology «
Vol unt eeTotVall uef or 2014 = $46,692. 0&O&ny Tthieanlods alt o salnlc e
ed the NCC Mission over the years and have reporte

Nort heast.

Thanks to Alan Traino for hosting the meeting.
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Lifetime Members. That S
mi t ment to the mission o

e
c
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and i mptoerrtnma ncto,n
tern Cave Cons:

The acquisition and conservation of significant cave
properties and what they containgtefrmomfgrmroundwater ,

The NCC was incorporated-biasmel9 D8 gaandabéeoameé na l®md®dbe
di scussion, the category of Life Member was creat-ed,
term commitment to do so, and help build the reserve.
The Life Memberoés dues | evel was and i s set at twent
tend to be involved in caving and cave conservation

ment of commitment and support.

Candi dl vy, it's also a hedge against inflation. The N
may be necessary, as we continue to grow and acquire
Student , and Benefactor | evel member to consider bec:
In 2010, i mmedi ately after the motion passed, NCC Pi
Member # 1. The other two original i ncorporators, Jil
Look at the Ilist below, and you'l/l see a fAiwho's whoo
ing and cave conservation in the Northeast. Want to

with pride. You can upgrade your membership anyti me,

Come join us!

~

Northeastern Cave Conservancy |Life

L #1Robert Addi s#1l an TrainolL #3Pleter Youngpaer
L #2Dean Snyddr #1PFPFeggy Pal meFL #Ja&2ne Youngbpher
L #3John Keoudh #18rt Pal mer FL #SWBsan Kappl pr
L #4Vince Kappl érlMi tchell BeFlge#Redl i ci a Mil ]| et t
L #5Ken NicholLs #2Mi chael Tenha#3Dr . R. Laurpnce Da\
L #6Thom EngelL #2Bru RandallL #3¥ulie Russe]l

L #7Paul DowerL #2Qhrista HayFL #Wayne Russe]l

L #8Chuck PortLer#23Boe Light L #3NMor man Berg

L #9John Tayl dr #2Rli ch LesterFL #@®nni e LaPofta
L #1MWred Stond #2%t even Milllt#4Rer i Frant z

L #1Bri an Peade #2Koat hl een LakWNli #Bill | Frantz

L #1Ronni e Pedse&2Andrew BoarldmasNi gel -Huydssoom

L #13Bim Harbi do2Beresa Berglr#43et h Per | mah

L #1AMl vin DeMdr i#2Mi ke Bour gebi#4kKlevi n Downely

L #1onal d KI di it3Matt hew O' Dobn#tn4®alra Gentry
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The NCC hel-ANaanRrefsdoouprtc e ( ABWN&hs must be provided to
stewardship permit the NewwyepkkwiSt @t pe P£rptarhd nme nd t aoff
Environment al Conservation FloONYeSRECRan gRa®ki,ont ol Ipr,e ptad
assi st DEC with the managemeBphpoRseSUIrPstasle dMysdery
Cave in the Bashakil!/ WildlddendManawewmedtbdriemcli d &d
van and Orange Counti es. {h@ﬁd@rgr(@lem@@tt A@pg]edDéBapp
[ part because the DEC Wagscﬁl@@géggf Fsbpbpgbppaﬁc
lunteer stewardship agreement|s; pniltheg NC&E -H &
r a Volunteer StewardshlpSLﬁrereelem]edwr;ceVSA to conti

and expand act|V|t|es 1{esl art to F) ?v ézegﬂ{%ﬁ

ement . We anticipate I
15. Note: At the present comr%u%l ti n
creational pu oses has' Iﬁ’b'PVbQSnaﬁﬁeg?B@%Eiebtyo DtErbe
d is not inc ed in the avdIEW LAWE we hope to

[
tiate some | e
r mal VSA hien V
s ks, whi ch wi
sted bel ow.

ndc.ontain§ Propomieert ooft he Depart ment

rp

ud _

vel of accsRr avo den ee deaCyaet i gOnNc ed Nyfle OHIA v
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| be i mpl ememted®l amer the next year
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Similar to the previous AAN

1 Under direction from thee@epaesmeéhat eaohi dedioviedu
sight at the cave gate. tNoe naocrtei vtihtaine so nucred ear wteheek , V S

ers may enter the raistirdecaledVareateor mAmptlioc at
ition of the cave gathesé¢i hotmdi hg thesehwhasr e
S Chains and addi it VAndgleqguesks woblBobe Spmmoi s
hat any damaged mat®ul @ailiss ece@me chaev@&me mlsaeave d.h c M
ance to the cave willlVAbeanal laolwseod idnualinmdge tyhaewsre |
ions. A list of wvol uUdmotreearcst iavn d itehse iurn dwee h it chlee Vdi

NOMI NAGICOMMI TTEEEKBSOAROANDI DATES

The Nominating Committee is continuously solicit]ing
Each spring, three of the nine board seats come Jup
be considered for candidacy, know of someone who wo
process, pl ease contact Bob Sirnwsoinmsmo nNolngignneatd id@® ae0p @o m
2055Y0o0u can al so speak to any NCC board member o of

NCVOLUNTHEEPPORTUNSAVIAE L ABLE

Ca
co

v can get invol ved with many volunteer oppfprt.
m

and
t
n

S
ttees or assi optriersge rwiet mamrmaeg eanfe ntt hd eaamse Vollunt
preservation of wunique underground environmgnts
vities. To |l earn mor e about volunt eevi cempccerst
@necavecon¥euvamaony.adrsg speak to any NCC board m
ive something back to the caves that are so |i mp

ac
de
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NCBOARVACANGWNIROEIL ECTI ORDATE

B®&hb mmons

The Nominating Committee tries to find candidates fo
ti me, three seats on the NCC Board come up for reel e
and wni taendi dates on the ballot. Balloting this year
uni que code to cast -lyioug amd eape/mtfirmmagmwwWMdy Dk tomm May
bers in good standing only.

The platform statements for the three decl ared candi
Siegelvided peodow.

Al an Traino
It has been my pleasure to serve as trustee for the
t h

ing to make e Northeastern Cave Conservancy one of

serve manager of Dboth the Selleckds Preserve and EI I

gr ow, and ask for your support in this election I f

to the ideastaerdsfeé¢l amga et rong opinion on al/l mat t
t

hanadms wor ker and freely give time and effort o the ¢
Thom Engel

I have been cav
admini st-patesivde
ville and the N

ing for over 45 yeatsawmi phsmudNROofL hal
mt cef the NSS, and currenimbhypapgeeséopve
S%bGns aGage three Edlrucaa.haon tbai tmansaedif

I retired from over 30 years fr onSidmde gr etnivriirmg ne nh aa\
ti me on cave mantalgieme nitt iiss ufeisne for the NCC to acce

we want to concentrate on, we should be targeting ca
We are stildl dealing with WNS issues. As cave owner s
science and not politicslfweltécthedomewievercmorienuenpboc
resource conservation.

Jacob -Boeges

I am asking for your vote for trustee on the Northea
northeast for the past f®ouesydans anhdtham ¥ermentl Cat
eight vyears | have worked for the Massachusetts Divi
ol ogist for Mass DFW6s Western District. My wor k in
abutter i ssues, evaluating | and for acquisitions, an
mo st Massachusetts bat counts for the past seven yec¢
ment Areas & Conservation Easement s. I feel my wor k
servancy and that my expertise wild/| be valuable to h

new ones.

-V_V WQ<W w W w w W_
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Morpgagal | s

a preserve manager, SO
g together work days.

t wor ks for everyone,
i zing what projects n
d of boring when | '"d

s time! As a weekend c
Grotto, Ramon Ar men of
h ins preserve.
ist of things

N
]

even provided us per ] > o sun
t too hot. The major project for the day wa
rk a new | oop trai Ty g o\ (B 17/
he Dome 12 sink to
s back at the south
he main trail near
Earth track, a pr

nw o —“+~owmaog—+ =
cQ oo '

even of us showed up
WS , and ent husi as m! On
ail, we cleared winter
the mwa&ifmrer aielconvenin
riins Cave entrance. H¢
nce around some fragile
om the Hawthorne Vall ey
ked usThenpwetsttrted i
gged behind putting up
d the group made good
ol e way!

BigiSink 2

mifd ernoon the new | oo0] Big Sk 11 W
me t n the parking ar S e t

t he futur e, we &7 ive Sink Cluster e
OI nt I n g 0 Ut k ar s End-of-Cave Sink S
ric features, su R D | es .
ad a very swucces ZExcaiibur Sink 0 mi
and the Boston SIS, ¢ P
ed out: Mi tch Ber
an Fortune, Tri st
a, Zach Yarter, a Swamp Sink

Merlins

|
SO
me
cCoO
an

Mer | i nsStCawaer d Ori ent at 0

m hoping to run another Mejql
me point this summer. | f i mt
merl ins@necavecon®ar v anmucsy g4 ab

Charcoaliring1
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mf ortable with exposed and Sl % S
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VCALEANBPBENTLEGAVERNRESERVE

" Jobuwmnhamdon&8pi vak
|l eys Cavern Preserve is |l ocated on five acres of
, and is one of eight preserves managed by the I
tion of the preserve in 2009. The cave is | ocal
his past year). In early 2015, Jonah was asked |
g a cave cleanup at the preserve.
rding to John, at the February VCA Grotto meetin
d in conservation activities. The text of that m
VCA shall dedi cate one activity each year, whic
ervation project work day at a | ocal cave or ca\
nup and removal, graffiti removal, sinkhole «cl e
tenance of i nformational signs and ki osks, or a
es.
responsibility for organizing this work day year
ation chair, in collaboration with the NCC prese
VCA decided to focus its first conservation act:i
visitation during the Spring NRO in Hancock, MA
mar king work, and graffiti and trash removal i n
he third Sunday of MarcHi2 degpictee wi ma kihtidér @oll
clean up Bentl eys, including three of the four
pants were VCA members, some | ocal unaffiliated
trip to help out.
de the cave, the group split into several t eams,
icularly tough cases. The amount of graffit:i i n
and noticeabl e.
wor st area was the Big Room, just past the water
ce canyon and sever al corners were also decorate
to clean more than 95% of the spray paint off
hi storic signatures and formations that we did
whol e cave was effecti;sptgycbeanhkdsi wetesespbana
rr of mud film and the paint along -awiatfh eirt pwiot los
this article show the restored interior of -btehe
al s.
e not an i mportant cave for hibernating bats, pa
ol or bats and three | arge brown bats were | ocate
ddition to the work in the cave, Jonah and Mike
s, and remove brush along the trai
tol d, a total of 76 wvolunteer hour-cl evenmiep sefefndr t
s of travel time and 1,672 travel mi |l es. I n add
and mileage is used by the NCC as a match for f
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Preserve Manager Spivak commented that AThis work b
i mpressed that the VCA has made the move to include
|l 0m deeply grateful on behalf of both Bentleys Cave
single volunteer effort at the preserve since its

go out to the VCA and everyone who parti
aze was awarodued oaseaac ht madnkt he participants.
andowner s, -totcea | asl,i kaen.d caver s

LefGQavers gearing up for-JRemwtbl eyesmowli egn pm.i nRi gmt t he Bi g

Lefldoel removing paint -ijacobhewdi lgi iR® ®oanc h&R invigpdt tl d i
10
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Photos before and -abveredemedapadbht mbdom the Big Room. Ph

Lefthe Big Room after -@raafnfti trie mbewiang ®Rligdied from the stream e
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C-oPthuommnos before and after th

from along an overhang just

R-iEgxhttensi ve graffiti covering

the stream passage.

om-Rogban and James enjoying

entrance to he stream cr awl
J

photos by

t
ohn Dunham.
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The NCC hadapap ovienmtyedwesldr vi ce ¢ o uMetnebre rasrhd pe xcthiakbd irt Heett e
a table with new informational posters and NCC | pgo
NCC caps made theia Bppparabneeam, ahdawerenglLbokdfoopl ot
future NCC event s, whil eEt hay ArmstrohNgw PBemtens, and
week&pderal new members signed up!
TopLee Del Valle checks out some of the caving gf¢
ble at the Spring NRO, whil e his daughter EI enat
the NCC tab-IPe.t eBotYtoaamgbaer shares information
about the NCC with a host of cavers. Photos by M
SPRI NBQAUCTI BETGASHORMCC
' Bi I | Fol som
190 gratefully fed and primed NRO cavers donated over [$14C
ern New Jersey Grotto and held at Privacy Campgrounds |in
top hat while hawking a h-mgdeo wsnesl eicnt i forno notf oufs ed airhp gcraovuefrd ho
Thanks to all who hel ped out before, during, and after]| the

13



